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OE OTIS 


"'T "the" concluſion of my laſt pamphlet on 
public worſhip, I gave my opinion ſo expli- 

citly on the utility of protracting theſe debates, 
after a full diſplay of the arguments on both 
fides, that 1 might pardonably have indulged my 


diſinclination to another appearance on the ſtage 


of controverſy: but, as my filence might paſs 
for pertinacity, contemptuouſneſs, or even want 
of candour, from which 1 believe myſelf to be as 
far as any man alive, I ſhall reply individually 
to my opponents, after premiſing ſome ſhort and 
general propoſitions upon the ſubject of our diſ- 
pute. Theſe will repreſent the true ſtate of my 
mind aſter this variety of diſcuſſion and reflection 
on 115 queen: from ſuch able perſons ; nor ſhall 
A. 55 


* 


* 
= 


e 2 EF 
1 be in any pain, if my 3 ſentiments ſhould 


not exałtly correſpond in every particular to my 


| former declarations. I profeſs myſelf one, who 


is capable of profiting daily both by the inftruc- | 
tions of others and my own enquiries; and who 
has too much regard for his own. happineſs to 
defend errors or diſſemble his convittion, No 
- ſuppoſitions, or fancies, merely ſuch, and unau- 
thorized by ſcripture, muſt 'expett to be regarded 
at all, or at leaſt regarded with reſpeQ; and in 


ſpite of reviewers* and all ſuch declaimers, I 
ſhall follow my own propenſities throughout, and 


exhibit the undiſguiſed ſuggeſtions of my heart. 
The ring r will at leaſt be benefited by ; 


1 un a man in my - a wh makes no 
ſcruple. of paying homage to theſe people againſt his con - 


ſcience; and, at the time when he profeſſes to be zealous 
in the vindication of Dr. Phice, with a view of ftroaking 


the editor of the Gentleman's Magazine to infert his verſes, 
paſſes: a large compliment upon that very work, which 


Has abuſed Dr. Price, and is daily abuſing all his friends, 
in the loweſt ſcurrility, of which malice and bigotry 1s 


Pn 


to truth and honeſty, 5 | 
Hlic x16ER eft-: hunc tu, Romane, caveto Þ 


capable, Of whom can we lay, if not of ſuch a x traitor | 


: The vile inſults, with which the Editor of that work 
was perpetually proſecutitig the Doctors Prieftley and Price, 
and the Difſenters at large, induced ne to withold from it 


my e e of nn ſome of which I had communi-' 
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(Kay) : 
 4heſs:difputations,” whatever diſpoſition my ſe- 
_ | niors may feel to change their ſentiments, accord- 
| x ing to the juſt remark of Jreneus, ii. 2. Etenim, 
4 ? fe non facile eſt ab errore apprehenſam refipiſcere 
| | animam, ſed non omni modo impoſſibile eft, errorem 
7 Eefugere aßppoſitd veritate. There would be no 
4 room to hope for much impreſſion, even from 
more able antagoniſts than myſelf upon Dr. Praeſt- 5 
by, for inftance, who has, I believe, exceeded that 
ra of life, which he himſelf fixes as the probable | 
o limit of reformation in opinion, Tam acquainted - 
' allo Vith another motive, on whichhe occaſionally 
J inſiſts with great propriety, which may well be 
1 a ſuppoſed to have it's influence upon ſome; and, 
as T cannot hope to expreſs it in a way more fa 
| tisfactory to the e I ſhall. e it in the 
words of Buller «| VT 


* 45 r 


OT eren abs enn vin 29 K 

I fee, to argue gainſt eee — 25012514 
$ Or, like the ſtars, incline men to 8 | 
„What they're averſe themſelves to da: 

— For, when diſputes. are wearied out... 
0 r intereſt ay reſolves bow. 99 5 | 


oy will dies my e in the kl of 
| their march to the attack, as they were led on by 
their expert and accompliſhed general Dr. Drs. 
NEY, and terminated, by an adjuſtment happily 
| fortitous in their rear-guard the Rev. John 
B 2 5 Pope: 


4 0 


Pope : not. forgetting, as befits a mad devout: ade 
mirer of the ſex, the 8 10 e Seed . 
aa OE „ e een eee OL 


* 1 


| Vnbred to 1 in i the loom unſkill'd, | . 
They chooſe the nobler Pallas of the field?! 85 55 
Mixed with the firſt the fierce Viragos l 5 
x Suſtain'd the toils of arms, the Gag ſought.* 88 07 


How truly formidable ladies muſt be, equipped | 
in the terrible array of controverſial armour, may 
be judged from the following Greek epigram ; the 
— Hirit of which will be conliderably evaporated 
in my flat proſaic repreſentation of it. Hellas, 
one day meeting Venus armed,  fays; © > 70 Will) vou 
Venture, Venus! to contend with me in this con- 
dition?“ « What pccafion have. 4 {lf rep liec 
Venus with a placid ſmile, 4 for the Ty or 
| ſpear? ? If I could vanquiſh you with "my native 
unadorned beauty, how much — 05 1 Put on 
W to a. r . 75 „„ 
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No proof can be brought from S that 


our ien ever . in Na AH of a king | 
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Kung, ede des eg nge ede; l n A 7 | | 
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comparable 


(3) 


nd 


comparable to what 1 is now lat among chrif. 
tian. No purpoſe of his frequenting the ſyna- 


gogue is mentioned, but that of teaching : and, 
though it cannot be ſuppoſed but that he was pre- 


ſent during the other parts of the ſervice, and 


joined in them, yet theſe undoubtedly conſiſted 


chiefly in reading portions of Scripture, and very 
little, if at all, in prayers of a petitionary nature; 
and much leſs like thoſe of modern Diſſenters, 
| whether . or [met mom one. ; but 
Vete liturgic. 14 9414 l n 


Since, however, it is undeniable, that Zur 
d obſerved 


viour conſidered himſelf as'a c, ani 
all the ordinances of the law, the ritual of which 
he could never deſign to bind; even upon his 
_ Zewi/h followers, after the deltruQion of FJeruſar 
lem, this ulſage of 'publit worſhip. by prayer,” a 
mere ceremony a mean to an end, cannot be eſtab, 
_ liſhed; clearh and e ee on this ſup< 


_ poſed: practice of ouriSavioury'-" I cen mo: 


£3} tilt 1110 ona s Mw 83 COTS. 


PROPOSITION, I. 1 om 0 walz 

Te Chriſtian religion, as delivered in the New 
Teſtament, diſparages And diſcourages, both in 
ſpirit and in letter, all ceremonies and ſhews what- 
ever, as proofs of deſectiye holineſs, and hin- 
| Yrogces eng e Ago den 


2 PTS OE ik a 
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FEED 


| PROPOSITION ur. 


| nnn 
bt the ſubjeft of perſonal petitioning prayer, 
our Lord himſelf has left us a direction, fre- 
quently and forcibly exemplified i in his own uſage, 
fo. ſpecific. and expreſs, as to leave no apology 
for a prattice apparently inconſiſtent with it, not 
founded on ſimilar a equally u 


W > 105 475 11 1 is 2 +2; 4 58 
1 0 ce W. 
1 ig dn 


hs: 3 with the preceding. data, 2 
IimperſeR apprehenſivns of the true power of the 
goſpel; entertained by the apoſtles, according to 
the teſtimony of Jeſus himſelf, and the inevitable 
natural conſequenges of their education in u- 
Auiſa; in connettion. alſo with their continuance = 
in the obſervation of the Moſaic-ordinances after 
Abeir acceptance of Chriſtianity;s it ĩs to me very 
Manifeſt, that no argument can be derived up- 
on goſpel principles, from their example, even 
if it could be proved, which it 33 fimilar ta 


that of modern EN, 
G5 99 ar el L5? LESS 25 2 8 : NY? 4 * W * hy 2 = ; 
1 [ Hod |. PROPOSITION, b 2 ty Ne f * 


ö beugh 1 8 moſt zealous ee e puh. 
lic meetings for rehgibus in ſtruction, and would 
not oppoſe the reading of devotional forms, (if 

n ſhorter than even the * liturgy, and 
mare 


* 


- 


1 „5 oe ee 


more general than the majority of it's prayers} 
ſelefed' chiefly, if not entirely, from the Scrip- 


tures, ſhould they be acceptable to the generality 
of a congregation ; yet, for myſelf, I beg leave 


to enter my- proteſt againſt this weekly uſage of 


telling our neighbours how mightily devout and 
holy we can be ſometimes: and I am further of 
opinion, that the cuſtom of looking for inſtruc- 
tion to one only, a pulpit exhibitioner, is of a very 
dangerous tendency in itſelf, and has, in fact, 
like every other ſpecies of ptieſteraft, been 
exceedingly obſtruQtive, to the furtherance of the 
goſpel. The principles of revelation ſhould be 
more ſedulouſly taught in all our places of edu- 
cation, that a greater portion of ſociety might be 
enabled to enter into theſe diſcuſſions, which 
would rapidly advance the eſtabliſhment of Chriſ« 


tianity, and put Deiſm to confuſion. | Then the 


Jewiſh pradtice, mentioned in Adds xiii. 14, 15, - 
would be employed with unſpeakable advantage. 
When Paul and his company came to Antioch, in 
 Piſidia, they went into the ſynagogue on the Sabbath 

day, and fat down. And, after the reading of the 
law and the prophets, (what was become of their 
PraytRs, ye redoubtable devotees | Who are 
wiſe above what is written, and appear to under-. 
and all myſteries and all knowledge ?) the rulers 


A OF TIN unto n Ye men and 
Vasen 5 


Lc 
„ en ! 7 ye. kits any word of exhortation to the = 
people, fay on. An admirable edifying cuſtom !|— 
Who will deny it? But were I to attempt an 
imitation. of this apoſtolic uſage in our church at 
Hackney, or even at Dr. Prieſtley's meeting, the 
_ Conſtables: would be ſpeedily ealled in to the af- 
net of the n and his flock: 


2 


PROPOSITION vi. 


'F man, I do maintain and inſiſt upon it that) . 
if Diſſenters will perſevere in writing upon this 
ſubject, whilſt their own manner of praying is 
deſtitute of authority in Scripture, reaſon; or 
antiquity, and therefore incapable of vindication, 
they betray a conduct ſo very diſingenuous, ſo 

_ diſpoſed to cavil, in preference. to honeſty and 
truth, that they deſerve no attention from un- 
prejudiced inquirers; and engage on the ſubjett 
of public worſhip in circumſtances that excite A 
previous ſuſpicion of their competency, in point 
of- diſintereſted aſfections, to treat the queſtion with 
fairneſs and efficiency. Their arguments againſt 
Churchmen, ſo often and ſo juſtly advanced, may 
be converted, with dauble. Ts; NOS 
themſelves. 

I now proceed to my een formidable 
hoſt of MANY GoLrtatus! whereas David himſelf 

. is only ſaid to have vanquiſhed ow. Deities of 

. e . Tz Comer 


7 a p 
3 ; N 5 & hy * * 


ITY 
* 


| ('9 ) 5 


- Ginybvenlyt protett me with your inviſible 
ſhields from the edge of flaming faulchions, and 
the brunt of Any e each bas cn to a e 


ver's beam! 


1 
: Ts 2 
| 
© 
fr 1 r . . 80. * |: 
©", DOCTOR DISNEY. 
8 * neque b 


Terra * ne que cui me fit devinctior . 


a & Le 
As I have before paid my acknowledgements 
to the Doctor for his liberal and candid conduct, 
I ſhall immediately paſs on to his reaſons. After 
obſerving, that whatever may become of parti- 
cular ſentiments, on which univerſal -agreeiment 
can hardly be expected, the moſt important pur- 
poſes of religion cannot fail to be promoted by 
a \ ſpirit like wm er ſuitable {ORs meek diftates of 


e oy”. . « 4 4 «bf 4 « 4 ty j % * > Bo - * 2 * 4 : 
: 4 8 f 4 The > 
” S > a | 4 . 7 Fs * „ 7 $$ &- 7-4-4 * 4 _ : 


* I was bighly ca in reading — at the 
bookſeller's a well-written preface by Mr. Randolph, late - 


Fellow of . E ba in the ſame bene vo- 
| | lent 


(49 


+i;The. argument; of antiquity, ä TY ow 
Daft, appears to me both .precarious in 1t's na- 
ture, and dangerous in it's application. The an- 


tiquity of religious meetings, at leaſt ſuch anti- 
quity as is wanted in the preſent caſe, will not be 


diſputed; but meetings for prayer, and after the 


| „ 
75 . 
: IPs 


- 8 * 
> 


modern faſhion, which 1 
to the purpoſe, would not be ſo eaſily made out. 


the only conſideration 


The meetings of the Quakers are for the moſt 
part an inſtance, to the contrary; and no men of 
veracity and candour will heſitate to acknowledge, 


that genuine Chriſtianity is better exemplified in 


their practice, than by any other ſociety of Chriſ 


tians equally ancient, numerous, and reſpectable, 
in a civil view. The exiſtence of an immaterial 


Prineiple in man, is cocval with the records of 


philoſophy, to the beſt of my recollettion; and 
vet I own chat Iifeel no inclina tian myſelf, nor 
ever didoſinge I thought at all, ,tozaſcribe, either 


| on:the ground of ipbilafophical deduction or re- 


vealed, truth, the phanmens of human agency, 


_ to/aÞ3)coperatiohobut. that of matter per 


5 ang * love. 


253 i A 24 0! Mul Gt ail 321 1 6 
lent and amiable temper, prefixed to a 2 af the 


arthogox theology of the churck. Such men, be their creed | 
it will, ſhall always have my praiſes, my veneration, 


* NEE. I F 
521 1158 * 75 481 3 
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ee e comitem caſus ARTE in omnes., 
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Srhizea and aqhuſled in 10 Ne bp Eben be 5 
dodctrine of a Trinity may be infefred wil Plaus 2284 
fibility fromthe belt ecclefiaſtitabhwtiters ow ‚ W 
tant, and even from the Scriptures” themſelves, wm 
when a Maire reader prefers cb Eee k E | 


35 of che Bible, diſregards the pekłuliat phrafeclo- 


of eaſtern compoliti6n;and apparent alfertionl of - 


Furies equality to Jehovah, Which admit of moſt 


eaſy explication, to the uniform dectarations of 


our” Lord” hHimſelß, the multifaridbus and unequil 


vocal teſtimony of other parts of Scripture, and 


the confiſtency of the Solpel with' it's on 1 fry 45 
rlable allerfions.”” © 8 53 WH bon. ol A £5. * 12 


P. . I cohelüde Chriſhs averſion to publi e pe 
Phe, 5 fol” the moft indiſputable proofs f 1113 3 * 


own precepts. and practice, Which the narrative of 


his life fo explicitly propound': his approbation' of 3 


public pager” is grounded on ſuppoſition only in 
oppofition to this clear evidence: and, if it were 


true, à ſuppolition, as 1 have ſtated before, re- 


concilable on the ſtate of "things ut” Ht me L R 


4 5 


without any application to ourſelves at this day. 


tbo much, and transferring it to alms , alſo; 
an attempt repeated afterwards by 
and which 1 find has been thought 4 decifive 


anſyer to my objection, is, I confefs,” very ſpe-" 


Ca *  cious 


— 


Priel, an 


Pi. 8. That attempt to invalidate my” fert 55 
from our Lord's directions by making it prove 


OST I y N 
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. ery 4) 
cious in it's . ſtaggered me for ſome 
time. I no think myſelf able to point out a very 


material dictinction between the two caſes, and to 


blunt effectually the edge of this aas objedion. 
Let the reader judge between us. 5 

1 can [ſee nothing in public ageing, that 
ſhould render it, peculiarly acceptable in the light 
either of God or man: and, if there be oceaſions 


3 in the preſent conſtitution of ſociety, in which an 


open diſplay of benevolence may be preferable to 


- Inaftivity, ſuch a dilemma is rather to be regretted | 
ads an unavoidable deviation from, the delicacy and 


ſecrecy, inſpired by the genius of the goſpel, than 


ſet up in oppoſition to that authority. To me at 
leaſt there ſeems a great deal too much of this ſort. 
of oftentation in the world; and the pure report 
of our feelings is not ſo perverted by habit, but. 
ue are led to beſtow peculiar applauſes on libera- 
| lity i in proportion to the ſilence of it's opera 55 
This alone, in my mind, is a ſufficient ; > 
the allegation; and we might a& wiſely, i in con- 


ſidering much oftener than we do, on the means 
of concealing from our lefe hand what our right. 


5 Band i is doing, and in preferring the ſecret obſer- 
vation of our F ather, to the applauſes of man- 
kind. And, in my judgement, our | Saviour”: s 
direQion on this point conſtitutes an irreſutable 


g obj ection to ee in Maaßen altoge ther, 


1 when 


70 0 


when it cannot be. 5 
the as ee vith * to maden is, I 
apprehend, irreſiſtibly concluſiye againſt; all the 
qualifications and furmiſes in the world. And, as 
| it is ſomewhere ſaid, I think by. Lightfqos, that/the 
pPoor- ciel Rood on the rigſit- hand fide; of the en- 
trance into the ſynagogue, our Lord's direQtion 
muſt plainly be reſtricted to this point of alns- 
giving at the ſynagogue: and therefore on the 
principle of my adverſaries, prayer at the ſynagogue 
is alſo condemned by him, and forbidden to his 
diſciples. And this | inference with reſpe& to 
prayer is further confirmed by the very ſpecific 
| injundtions For the ae and retired perform 
ance of this duty. _- 

The inſtances of Chriſt's practice adus by 
2s Doctor and his coadjutors appear to me very 
inadequate to the eſtabliſhment of the preſent 
practice; but I leave every perſon to his own 


opinions, and, after ſtating this before with all 
the perſpicuity in my power, I ſhall take the li- 


III by in future every thing of the 


rt. I wiſh to abbreviate a taſk, in'which I en- 
2 with extreme reluttance, and have nothing 
more convincing to produce than be former | 
we on e NN 3 15 | | 2 
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0 or's ſecond head, p. 1g, it 


ſeems to me, that parade and oftentation”* are 


4 warn connetted with ſocial W900 and 


eheriſhing and ſupporting it. eee eee 


Wich reſpeR' to the — of the e 1 


have nothing to add to my ſentiments already 


delivered on that head; and ſo ſhall take a reſpe&s 
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ane, and Kill Aim with a ron, MILE 4 
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IT is no uncommon 3 oe oecaſion- 


ally by Reviewers, for works to come forwards 


in a female name, with a view of ſhielding them- 


ſelves from the ſeverities of . criticiſm under he 
claims of gallantry. This muſt conſtitute my 
apology for: what has been deemed reprebenſible 
in my performance. One in my. circumſtances, 
whoſe oppoſition to received practices direQs, of 


oourſe every man's hand againſe lim, would. be 
unable to ſhelter himſelf from calumny and abuſe 


vith abundantly more prudential caution than * 
poſſeſs. Convinced of this, I ſhall endeavour at 


all times to give no real cauſe of offence to can 
did 


$a 


(5) 


- did and amiable 8 and, for the xeſt, as Bun 


ſays, Bape lan dd, I ſhall go my own way. And 
ſurely I, who am ſo generally reported to be a 
litele touched, may be dN in an ere 
wy of eccentricity... 


- However, my aan er. —— of Euſehia 1 | 


vida and gentle manner of attack, and of that 
benign ſpirit, whieh evidently dictated the per- 
formance, and even her praiſes of -myſelf, ſhall 
not ſo withdraw my attention, or blind my judge- 
ment, as to prevent me from pointing out ſome 


defects of a very contrary charatter to theſe pre- 
tenſions, When I am ſaid 10 explain away the 
ſcriptures, to ſpeak with acrimom, and to labour 


under a mind embittered by perſecution, I in in 
look in theſe inſinuations for that charity, which 

viſſeth no evil and is lind. The faßt is, I know 
myſelf to have as much candour as any of my 
opponents, and much more than ſome of them; 


but I do not excell in varniſn, and put in my 


claim for nothing beyond a real love of truth, 
much merit in my endeavours to diſcover it, and 


more in my reſolution to profeſs it. Whereas 


others modeſtly compliment themſelves into all the 


ae n _ wy . 8 ee 226 and F 


vain. 


=. ; I ſee * chat call for a reply from 
> me, 


Wich reſpelt to the ve 9 of ; 


by 
7 


| 
| 
| 


AW) 
we, aſter um I have before laid down; and as 
to the pious and worthy characters, which may 
exiſt under fuch profeſſions, and ſuch perfor- 
mances of religion, as ſhe defends and approves, 
1 do not affect to ſay, that piety and virtue are 
confined to My ſentiments, or thoſe of any other 
perſon. It is enough for me, if the ends of the 
goſpel can be moſt effetually promoted by aftive 
religion, grounded on ſolid principles, as little 
mixed as poffible with every kind and degree of 
oftentation.' And of this 1 am perfectly convinced; 
As tothe: paſtoral and miniſterial office, it is a lan- 
guage which I do not much admire. I wifh men 
to become their own prieſts to a greater degree 
than they are; and for ſenſible Chriſtians to paſs 
their time better than in hearing the wretched 
prayers of paſtors not half ſo well acquainted with 5 
real Chriſtianity as themſelves; Prieſts in all ages 
have been the grand corruptors of religion, and 
the abettors of thoſe corruptions: and yet there 
are many pries of various denominations, 
whoſe virtues and ſincerity I | reverence, who 
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| have long been, and, I truſt, will long continue 

4 to be, my friends. But, as Burnett well ſays, 

, Whatever moderation or charity we may owe 

18 | _ to men's perfons, we owe none to thety errors. 

— And a is wt maxim as a writer. e 
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A ſoft, a — — turneth away wrath, 
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"Ny H A this gentleman has advanced oh the 


| ſubje& of Jewiſh a worſhip, appears to me as perti- 


: pent and ſenſible, to ſay the leaſt, as ay thing 


- 


that has occurred during this controverſy; as alſo . 


his reaſonings thereupon with regard to the prac- 
tice of our Lord; My view of this argument, 


and opinion of it's validity, has been fufficiently 


ſpecified already; and my miſtake on This point, 


though I ſpake doubtingly, and with much diffi- 
dence, 1s indubitably aſcertained by this gentle= 


man. 


of people, and introduced it by Taying, fo there- 


fore pray YE: and, when YE pray, ſay. In Matthew, 


had the prayer followed after the 6th-verſe in the 
6th. chapter, before the change of the ferſon, it is 
almoſt certain, that the addreſs would then have 
| Been, ua ws, MY Father eee ge 

P. 25. But does Mr. W. chin © chat bib a 
ae of John 1 23. as. allufive only to 4 
e 3 


1 þ i 


. 15. With rclpeſl 8 the” Lord's Proyer, 5 
Jeſus could ſcarcely avoid uſing the phraſe Oun 
Father, becauſe he was then addrefling a number 
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fatisfatory; and that there is no reſpett to mental 


(ET 
particular place of public worſhip, is efficient and 


devotion, in contradiſtition to 0 outward homage? 
I trow not. 

P. 28. The remarks offered here, and i in the 
following pages, relate to times and occaf ions in- 
9 to us: beſides, notwithſtanding Mr. 
W's percmptory. « deciſion, I muſt think, that ce the 
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cc « length. 


we oh 


* 
* 1 * 


* . 


QT. ſhortneſs of, the prayer has a good 


10 deal to do f in the preſent: conſideration; 1 and 


the odjection to 


the Diſſen ners in this iy Ricks 


Tons ee en ea togeth 
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7 1 Do not recollet left whether. Mrs. 13 exerci 


tions were prior to Dr. 
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Prieftley's; but Ta 185 
ſure he will readily give place ti to a Lady, a 
Lady of ſuch; accompliſhments : 5 eſpecially a as 1 


* * 4s 


have given the Doctor a —— brian. tho 
none 


fo, cloſely to the ſkin, , that all .their ſtruggles | 
cannot. extricate them from their diſtreſs. 
the- ſhirt of Hercules, that will e con- 


It is 


LEY 


,  {( 089) 


none of, the moſt ſoothing and omplimentar 
King, in a pamphlet for. the purpoſe.,1,;4/11 + 
5 What Mrs. B. in page 2, has . 
3 the probable. character of my proſelytes, as 
« uneducated, profligate, and unprincipled, is 
a ſpecies, 0 of language, that will impreſs no very 
favourabie idea of her future obſervations on this 
8 ſubject, and betray a diſpoſition to prejudice the 
reader, and miſlead him; from the truth, which 
no proteſtations of candour, and ſincerity can 
poſſibly do away. Such arguments (if I may be 
indulged in this proftitacion of che teim) are in- 
variably urged by the ſon. of. Orthodoxy againſt 
his Socinian brother, and with equal, -COgency. 
If he, however, does not think them unbecom- 
ing herſelf to advance, I certainly think them 
beneath my confutation. J labour for truth, AE” 
for proſelytes. That is their, concern, not mins. 
And let it be remembered at the outſet, ifſome-- 
ſeverity ſhould be exerciſed, as we go on, that 
ſufficient provocation has heen given for much 
more than I ee}. myſelf at preſent Gpoled WP 
EC 
1 ſhould MO e that 2 particular pra ang 
in p. 1 7 of my Enquiry-—the devotional taſte, fore 
ſoot h! .drew upon me the animadverſions of this 
Lady. Her preſent performance alſo ſeems (o 
be over-run with a train of ideas, which, to my 


apprehenſion, has no foundation either in ſcrip- 
N . | ture 


1e 


ture or philoſophy ;—ideas that ſavour of all that 
is viſionary, fanatical, and ſuperſtitious; ideas, 
Which may ſuit a deſcription of Chrifnans, whoſe 
_ *atisfations I'would not wiſh to impair, but find 
no echo in my boſom; ideas, that drave mankind 
into cells and deſerts, and transferred religion 
from actions to geſtures ; from the intelleft and heart 
to fancy and the ſenſes. 1 wiſh to interfere with 
no man's Chriſtianity ; but this is a Chri itianity of 
which I have no conception. Religion, true and 
Wand conſiſts, I think, in purity of affections, 
in aftive benevolence to all mankind, according 
to the precepts of the Goſpel; ends, not to be at- 
tained by internal agitations, and Bacchanalian 
devotion. ' To theſe qualifications of efficient o- 
line, the rewards of the great day are uniformly 
_ promiſed by our Lord and his Apoſtles. Worldly 
minds, weak minds, and ardent minds, and all other _ 
minds; will be miſtaken, if they reſt their claims 
to divine acceptance on any other baſis. Let! me 
be permitted to proteſt moſt earneſtly againſt this 
extravagant enthuſiaſm, and to excuſe my ſelf from 
7 2 further attention to what in no wiſe concerns 
% Select paſſages of Scripture, awfully re- 
"En will produce, in the ſerious breaſt, every 
valuable ſentiment of adoration and humility with. 
more effect and leſs danger than the queſtionable 
_ eflufions-'of”: a "modern ” adventurer in devotlon. 
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. pages 12 and 13, 1 find FR various wide 
| > Alſo of my arguments, by confounding 
public and provate prayer, mere perſonal wants 
with general interceſſion, as makes me indiſpoſed 
to any further W. for fuch as . or 
will not, diſtinguiſn. 

What follows in pages 18, 19, * 4 parts 

of the Remarks, contains. many paſſages elegant 
and pleaſing, but more adapted, in my opinion, 
to a Platonic viſionary, ſoaring in the empyreal 
Sphere, or the rapturous enthuſiaſt of the cloiſter, 
"than the ſedateneſs of a meek and gentle. ſpirit, 
profeſſing the pure doarines of our holy Nazarene. 
What have rocks, and ſtreams, and foreſts, the fic- 
tions of poetical devotion—what have they to do 
with the words of truth. and ſobernefs, with the 
fimplicity of Chriſtian, worſhip? Praiſe is not 
1 nor phrenzy, Wr 


. * ip-ſhod Sibyl lea tits ſteps along, 
oi ad Ko tony * 1 A I Soy 
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The flame: of belies wks dowd: * 
Þlazes Wee but ſoon vaniſhes 4 into Un: | 
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; 4 Ut Se in Ripulis magnus ane virus igniz,.. 
e furit. 
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1 muſt acknowledge, however, and I make the 
acknowledgement with real pleaſure, that ſome 
of my objeQions are more reſolutely encounter- 
ed, or more candidly conceded by his Lady, than 
by any of my anſwerers. 

The reaſoning i in pages 32 and 38, is 88 
erroneous, for want of an eaſy and juſt diſtinc- 
tion. The abolition of the Jewi/h ritual was evi- 
ently in the intention of the Golpel; whilſt the 

immutable laws of horality v were left in their ori- | 
"ginal Rate of obligation; not di :alved, but eltab- | 
limed and fulfilled by Chri iſtiantty. To. Juſtify, 
therefore, a ceremony under the new covenant, no- 
thing leſs than a Paſitive injunction, or an unegui- | 
vocal praflice tantamount thereto, ſeems to be 


required. And this remark, I apprehend, will 


put ſomething. of a  ftumbling-block in the way of 5 
the « general anſwer to my objeQians.” 0 
Mrs. B. 's obſervations on progreſſive. Chr: if- 


; tianity originate in a confuſion of ideas, which : 
brought forth no ſmall portion of ſophiſtry from 


Biſhop Hurd, in the thirteenth ſermon. of his firſt 
volume at Lincoln's- Inn. If Chriſtianity be not 
altered, I ſuppoſe our capacity of underſtanding it 


may be altered; Elſe what becomes of the reaſon- 


ings. of Proteſtants againſt Papiſts, of Drſſenters 


and Socinians againſt Trinitarians and Churchmen ? _ 


There tat od exiſt a more ad and childiſh ft: 
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cention! ben ind which L — 
and as 0 application of -beggarly elements to the 
ceremonial morſip of the eus, I leave Mes. B. 
to fettlè this difficulty with St. Paul, whoſe au- 
thority I do not bluſh to on on this occaſion. 
Mes. B. like ſome of my other. antagoniſts, ar- 
gues inconeluſively, in enumerating the aduantages | 
of religious worſhip, with reſpett to the manners gd 
and affeRions of: the audience: not confidezing, 
that every purpoſe ſpecified by them, would! be 
as completely anſwered by meetings for religious 
inſtruction and debate. I have nothing to do with 
ſuch reaſoning, and ere in over ace fdingiy: | 
with Gilence-andinegleQ,/ {of ped neo 
P. 51. The notion of a man en r 
vice,” is moſt ridiculous and. fartical, c m agp 
prehenſions. Many of the judicious Difſenters 
rbemſelves begin to diſapprove this abſurd and 
nunautheriſed practice: which the prejudices o 
of education can excuſe. South, (Whoſeuſpixit, 
however, I do not pretend to juſtify) an che third 
and fourth ſermons of his ſecond volumes has 
made long and exiemporaneous prayers ridiouloui to 
the end of time, His concluding paragraph will 
divert the reader, and 1 will therefore devour 
the tediouſneſs of tranſerĩbing it. 
& When I conſider the matter of their prayers; 
| <ſo full of ramble and . 


HITS | : «eyery 
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, every reſpe& ſo very like the language of « 
* dream; and compare it with the carriage of 
«themſelves; in. prayer, with their eyes for the 
4 moſt part ſhut, and their arms ſtretched out in 
A yawning poſture, a man that ſhould hear any 
« of them pray, might, by a very pardonable er- 
« ror,' be induced to think, that he was all the 
„ hile hearing one talling in his fleep: beſides 
te the ſtrange virtue which their prayers had to pro- 
cure fleep in others: ſo that he who ſhould be 
E preſent at all their long cant, would ſhew a 
3 greater ability in watching, than ever they 
could pretend to in praying, if he could forbear 
© ſleeping; having ſo ſtrong a provocation to it, 
and ſo fair an excuſe for it. _ alſo: Paley”: "oP 
Philoſophy, book 2.ſchapy gr en Van 
- The argument from/:page/43=47,- for public 8 
2 in behalf of liberty, is convertible to my 
purpoſe, by the ſimple ſubſtitution of the words 
religious meeting for public wor ip. The argument, 
however, is eminently juſt and beautiful, but has 
no novelty to recommend it, as ĩt may he found 
vich leſa exuberance, but equal energy, in the 
moral of Mr. Paley, book v. chap. 4. 
P. 66 and 37. The notion of my “ bitterneſs, 
2 to the Diſſenters, and want of affection for 
_  «/ them,” trumpeted alſo. by the loud blaſt of Dr. 
-# rr. is neither more nor cas ag n A= 


. | Fes LUMNY, 
| 0 


RE IT 
LUMNY, the miſhapen progeny of vexation and 
| imbecillity of mind. He alone is a true friend, 
who points out failings and abſurdities in the 
way, which he thinks moſt likely to effect a refti- 
fication of them. It is but jelly deſpicable fond 
_ neſs, and no friendſhap, that loves- Error rand vene- 
rates Inconllenoy.”” i 8 0 Tn 


* i. N Kon 


e decipiunt cæcum vitia, aut etiam ink hæc 
bs | DeleRant, veluti Balbinum polypus Hagnæ. 


Truth and honeſty I prefer, and will prefer, 
even to Diſſenters. Forgive me this urong! That 
puſillanimity or malice, which reviles what it dare 
not imitate, and diſparages what it cannot com- 


| bee lang Phormao!. ; 
- I ſhall only add, that the Remarks as; with 
| thoſe indications of taſte and genius, which diſtin- 
guiſh all the publications of this Lady. 
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prehend, is beſt returned by indignation: and ab- 5 


WEX 7 G : ENF 


bk. PR [ESTLEY.. 


. 


1 Neon eſt N me «Ga quin hoc * ne fi quis | 
attigerit ex iſtis inepte religioſis, ut ſunt nimia ſuperſti- 
tione impatientes, inſectetur etiam maledictis, et, vix lecto 
fortaſſe principio, affligat, projiciat, execretur. Lactanlius. 
THESE Letters of the Doctor jog ſo much on 
the bye-road of perſonalities, where I have en- 
countered them before, and inſiſt ſo largely on 
points already diſcuſſed, as to ſpare me the: trou- 
ble of much animadverſion now. VASES} ng 
P. g. The irrational and 8 notions 
concerning the perpetuity of the Jewiſh worſhip | 
in the temple, when the deſtruction of that tem- 
ple, with the removal of the Fews from Paleſtine, 
almoſt annihilated the whole Moſaic ſyſtem, 
have no relation to the prefent queſtion ; and, 
if they had, confute themſelves on the 8 daa | 


K 


1 ment of them. 1 . 


P. 2g. The Dodlor like Mrs. B Barbaula, entertains 
© certain conceits of habitual devotion, which are, 
to my apprehenſion at leaſt, romantic and myſte- 
rious; intoxicating vapours from the chaſm of 
puritanical fanaticiſm, I know of no valuable 


devotion beyond a feedfaſt continuance m well-doing, | 2 ; 


: N 1 to ny 2 7 all the earth; 
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with pate FE chearfulneſs, ck the EVER 5 
of Jeſus Chriſt. And in my ſtrictures I was too 
liberal in commendation of the Doctor's obſerva- 
tions on this ſubjett, from a mere excels of gene- 
roſity and candour. I have corrected my notions 
not a little from Mr. Euanſon's treatiſe on the 
ſabbath, which illneſs. prevented me from reading 
at the time of it's appearance in the Theological _ 5 
Repoſitory: and I embrace this opportunity f 
acknowledging alſo the benefit which I formerl7 
reapt from the admirable letter of this ſenſible 
and learned author to Bi e hrs lately repub- | 
Henn eee | 
Hut, as I ſee nothing, un demrnür further no- 
tice, in my part of the Do#or's pamphlet, and ts 
mention of Mr. Evanſon has introduced the other 

 ſubjett of the ſabbath ; eſpecially too as the Doctor 
has lately entered into partnerſhip with Mr. Pope 
againſt my charakter, and has betrayed. the confi- 
dence of private communication, by publiſhing . 

note not intended for ſuch expoſure, and there- 

fore not explicit, but moſt true, as will appear to 

an examiner; I ſhall inſert here a ſpecimen or Po 

two of the Doctor's dexterity i in IE Bair 1 
of Greek authors. 1 e en eee 5 
Tbe Doctor muſt give me leave to ſet him right : 
TT to the paſſage from Ignatius, quoted” in —_—_: . 
Evanſon, p » 2G fin nce our "earner W125 ad- . 
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ſion of the argument eonſtructed on theſe words. 
I have juſt touched on this peculiarity of com- 


poſition i in the 47th ſection of my Silos Oritied: 8 
| but Ine niceties WT, wo TIE EOS 1, q oo). 


s 
: 
* 


. 5 5 e 


; 24 G 11 At 70 Ta, Epaneun XaTit a. 5 1 
5 e. far ye the Doctor's comprehenſion. 


| Pf any. A ati tike the trouble 57 ge. | 
ing Clem. Alex. ed. Potter, p. 877. for the paſſage 
9 quoted by the Doctor be will be convinced, that the 
Doctor followed the Latin tranſlation, fr | 
ability to apprehend the, original, In 7 bſo will 
refer to diem in the Latin, bt 7 will not re- ” 

; fer to Hprpay, in the Greek. | 
Now I aſk, is jt modeſt, is it abe, is it 
15 morih not to acknowledge, with penitential eager- 7 
5} neſs, ſuch a diſgraceful Error as this, for which even 

'. . ſchool-boy, would merit flagellation, but to repeat 
it? And will any religion, I do-not ſay 2 ſuanity, 
4 bear: a man out in in diſparaging others, upon mere 
5 . | e 


heres to the old tranſlation, vrox EXAMINATION 
forſooth ! The gm has probably come into the text 
from the margin; but whoever placed it in the 
margin, underſtood the genius of the Greet lan- 
guage better than either the Doctor or Archbiſhop 
Mate. In the phraſe ala up Cures, the ſubſtan 
tive tow is included in the participle, to the confu- 


- 


an in- 


49) 


| hypotheſis, 0 aſſuming an importance analy ſelf, 
Vith reſpect to a branch of knowledge, of which 


it is demonſtrable that the vERY ELEMENTS. yet 
remain to be acquired? Are theſe the fruits of 


fphiloſophy ? Is this the edification of the goſpel ? ? 


: My _ * 
Bi <4 33, 0455 3-6 $8 +. : ; 8 14 1 1 . 
* 


* * 8 3 
e He. + VR. SIMPSON. - mY 


_ 


* 
1 144.9 £755 I ; {af "Fo 


o * xavon _— cane, are. of aus. 1 
11 . Gal. vi. 16. 


M WrTHObr the een of bei pate. 
and with the trueſt cordiality, T recommend this 
- ſermon to the peruſal of all intereſted in our 
controverſy, as a very temperate, ſenſible, and 
elegant performance; ſuch as might be expeRch 


from an author, who had before aſcertained his 


competency for the diſcuſſion of theſe ſubjeAs, 


* 


by an excellent work, if I rightly recollect, on 


the Hiſtorical Conveyance of the goſpels. I am 
thus particular in delivering my opinion, not 


only from a ſincere reſpe@ for the writer, and a 


love of truth, ſuperior. to all ſelfiſhneſs, but to 


remove from myſelf an imputation of indiffer- 


ence and neglett for avoiding a minute exami- 


” 


MM, ; nation 


WI 


4 
} 


9 > 
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nation of it's contents. 10 f is not to boy expeRied; | 


that fubſequent antagoniſts can inyent new argu- 
ments, to whatever advantage they may exhibit 
the old, when we have nothing but the ſcriptures 
for our reſource; and there is no point diſcuſſed 


in the ſermon, on which T have not delivered my 
opinion, whether ſatisfattory or not, ſufficiently 
before. I can truly affirm, without any appre- 


henſion of ſelf-deluſion, and I appeal to thoſe 


who know me intimately, that I am not tenacious 


in my judgements, nor at all ambitious of mak 


ing converts. I certainly feel it my duty to 


propoſe what appears to me goſpel-truth, and with 


all that eagerneſs and energy, which is innate in 


a mind moſt ſuſceptible of impreſſion: but be- 


yond this 1 have no ſolicitude. I will Plant, 


and 1 will water ; but 8 leave God either to 


give the ,encreaſe, or check the growth, 5 according 


40 his 899d e my only , rule of action. E 
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= ſpeQable Gentleman came. caſually into my hands. 1 

I did not know of their exiſtence, and juſt met = 

with them in time; before I ſhut the gates of -; 

this controverſy for ever, to inſert his name on _ 

the muſter- roll of poiemical devotees. Sufficient _ PE. Þ 

candour, no inconſiderable ſhare of good ſenſe 

: and learning, diſtinguiſh the the Thoughts of My. - | 

B. and wherewithal, gentle reader! let me tell by | 

thee, a moſt plentiful portion of ſelf- confidence. | 

5 1 a quality which he, doubtleſs, in his turn, n e 9 

diſpenſe, in equal at leaſt, or, as old He Pow e it, 1 

in more abundant ONTO, to f N ; 

ade, et rotidem ak cena, bogen. | 

is paſs over the firſt ſeftion, relative to Jeu /h ; * 

worſhip, becauſe I have repeatedly acknowledged s 
my error upon this point, as I ſhall every other, 

without reſerve, when ſuch can 15 clearly aſcer- 

tained. Still, however, there is no ſmall reaſon” „ 

to > conclude, that the * D 1 


Jus, 


M1} 


Fl 


Zews in our Saviour's time, conſiſted very little, 


as far as it was public, in the petitionary forms of 


modern worſhippers, and was chiefly compoſed 

of ſcriptural recitation. But I feel no diſpoſi- 
tion to cavil and pertinacity on this point. I am 
"willing to leave my adverſaries in the full poſ- 


ſeſſion of ſuch conſolation as the practices of the 


circumciſed can afford the ſons of uncircumciſion. 


That Mr. B. in his fecond ſection xoASsTHSs me 


and my flouriſhes with much good humour, ſome 
feſtivity, and no immoderate ſeverity, I allo 
readily and with pleaſure: but I ſee no opportu- 
nity of faſtening, to any purpoſe, on his reaſon— 

| ings. He gives an interpretation of the paſſages 
and incidents alledged in my enquiry after his own 
_ conceptions, I after mine; who is to judge be- 


tween us? Who but thoſe, deſirous to diſcuſs 
this queſtion? And to their deciſion I ſubmit, al- 


ter obſerving, however, that my cauſe may be 
better than it's advocate; and that others of more 


leiſure, more patience, more ingenuity, and more 
learning, may be able to produce arguments, and 


apply ſcripture with ſuperior ability and e 
chan myſelf. N July uV 5 


Non n protinds crimen artis ; eft, fi quod profeſori Mee. | 


TE 4 


| - The Golinh is not Gi 8 advanced, 1 per- 2 
cre for theſe * prejudices give way 
N . +. "OY 


| 


\ 


Jong im other inſtances. 4 1 Hoc p WV 


7 BY 


lowly and with reluQance: nor, with all the in 
trepidity of my nature in the cauſe of religious 
truth, will J encounter any more odium on this 
ſcore. If I have laid about me with animoſity 1 
and fierceneſs in the conteſt, the pugiliſtic diſcip- 


ine has. been exerciſed with intereſt on my own. 
back. Were I to prolong the combat, my feel 


| ings might arrive at that exquiſite diſcrimination, 


which repeated chaſtiſement has been aſſerted to 


» 4 1 
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Some have e e dan * Sy on ef | 


What wood the ſtick was of by the blow; 3 


Some kick'd, until they can feel, whether © 


een be ee or neat's leather. 
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I and, perhaps, on other ſubjetts al- 


fo. He does me no little honour in comparing 
me, in p. 19, with Hurd and Blair; but nothing 
= could be more incongruous than the aſſociation 
of theſe names: Hurd is corre, energetic, and 
conciſe, with a degree of elegance, not found, I 


think, in union with the former qualities, ſo 3 


| | RE in 2 other writer. Blair, you nes 


Lobel Fam own, iow "often - 


Z 


P. FREE may not as i Haines; to is | 
a moment, with a view. of urging the van oral, 
know thyſelf, upon Mr. B. in one inſtance, and 
of teaching him caution" in future, with reſpect 

to an interpoſition of his judgement on Engl 


a I haye, aver ſgen it condufed, appears td me; 


+ 


often 3 indeed, but frequently inaccurate, 
ſeldom nervous, and always exuberant in his lan- 
guage: ſo that, to couple theſe two celebrated 


: preachers in a compariſon to a third, is the ſame' 


thing as to talk of the flouriſhes of Artiſtotle or of 
Socrates, of Cicero or TR 5 os * m 
or Mr. OO: OOTY 


1 


5 * Riſum tenestis, miei * 


Wich reſpeti to the remainder of: fi Thoughts: a 


if I know my own heart, it is incapable of har- 
bouring a ſingle ſentiment of maleyolence againſt 


any man, whatever his harſhneſs of cenſure, or 


his poignancy of ridicule may be, againſt my ſtyle 


and reaſoning; nor is poſſible for me not to feel 


ſprightly, and fenfible a writer as Mr. B. but I 


am not able to exhibit my er, e 
judgement may be. erroneous, bus it — | 
that Mr. B. has advanced nothing from. Scriptute 

irreconcilable with my ideas on my own intel 


ly than I have delivered 


pre, 
tation; and on this ground, as I have ſaid, I am 


contented that others ſhould decide: and 1 refer, 


to my quotations on this point from Fa/eph lade. 
at the concluſion of my Enquiry; Publis worſhip, = 


hab 2m Aaron pues, Wurious bur 
F T may” 


. 1 


> may ME miſtaken; and if others, find 88 
fort in it, I grudge them not, and ſhall take no 
more pains to diminiſh it; but, in the main, feel 
no regret from having adminiſtered a ſalutary, 
though unpalatable medicine. . I have writ=. 
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WH fore us; and, after ſtopping. to obſerve how this 
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ties of Few) 72 | wodihip! that even the reverend 
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rulers of the ſynagogue might liſten, without im- 
eee to a lecture at the feet efR AE BY Porz! 4 
I declare, once for all, my determinatian to avoid 
all controverſ with an author, conceited beyond 
example and above expreſſion; of ſmall learning, 


leſs judgement, and no candour. A favourite 


maxim with me is the ſagacious obſervation df our 
Lord: I any man will do his will, he ſhall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God: John vii. 17. 
Upon this ground, our polemic appears to me 
totally unfit for the agitation of any topic relative 
to the faith and duty of a Chriſtian, and moſt un- | 
worthy to rank with the reſpettable company, 


whoſe names illuminate the pages of this pam 
'  phlet. I conſign him, therefore, to a ſuperior 


tribunal, with a mixture of horrour and com- 
miſeration, for bis Aiſgraceful . N l. 
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i It were e unbecoming to obtrude a the public 5 
perſonal impertinencies; and, merely to ſtate my reaſons 
for neglectingehis performance, I beg leave to mention, 


that his inſinuations, reſpecting the cauſe of his unaccepta- ny 
© blenefs in his office, are known to be falſe by his pupils, 


ſome of whom recolle&. the eivilities Which I paid him, 
the good opinion which I pre- concelved of him, and en- 


i deay oured t to inculcate, and h his own unprovoked malice 


to myſelf, Yet the public will be naturally iriclined to | 
believe Mr. Pope, from an unwillin gneſs to ſuppoſe ſuch a 
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1 tibjoin a TLDS, 108 0 to this ide 
in the delightful words of the 5 eſe 1 . 


as our poet ſtyles him. 3 
If I haye differed from the 8 and re- 


« DES doctrines, and thereby ſhall move con- 


« tradition: for my part, as I affe& not to/dif- 
« ſent, ſo 1 e en 10 > contend. "BEA it 1 0 
ec Tuch, 5 c : 5 OG 
5 Non canimus s ſusdis, reffibuticnt e * 

00 the voice of nature will conſent, Weiler the 
« yoice of man do or no. And, as Alexander 
Borgia was wont to ſay of the expedition of the 
 * French for Naples, that they came with chalk 
« in their hands, to mark up. their lodgings, and 
« not with weapons to fight: ſo I like better that 
« entry: of truth, which cometh. peaceably. with 
« chalk to mark up thoſe minds Which are Capa- 
10 ble to lodge and habour it, than that Which 
0 e with R and contention.” 
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i "Since the 2 was - written, 1 has e from the cane = 


Hackney the following communication: 
| . New College, Hockney, June 199; ive. | 


| Ar A meeting ref Mr. Wakefield's former it was unani- 
mouſly reſolved x the following addreſs be ſent to him, relative to 
an erroneous aſſertion of 00g ey Dixie 1 „„ 
N Mai i T0” ve | 


As Mr. Pope, in the Append tw kis Edlay pears to „ 
tht tome ſuggeſtions on your part, induced us 35 leſs attention 
s Lectures than we ſhould otherwiſe have done, *we confider it as 


8 oy t which we owe to truth and to youp gy" to TO * | 


we know of no ſuch ſuggeſtions. .-- 
» BE remain, with ſincere affection and reſpeRt, - 
Your friends and former pupils, 
i Tn go. n (by deſire of the divdans) 4 
e rh ee 77 e. 
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